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There are many reasons why trees need to be protected. Trees are important in historic districts for a number of reasons. 
The tree canopy contributes to the character of the neighborhood. Trees also provide context for the surrounding buildings. 
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Selected guidelines developed by the Raleigh Historic Development Commission are shown below. For all 
guidelines related to trees, refer “Design Guidelines for Raleigh Historic Districts and Landmarks.”

Replace a seriously diseased or severely damaged tree or hedge with a new tree or hedge of a similar or identical 
species of appropriate scale. It is not appropriate to remove healthy, mature trees. 

1.3.5

Design new construction or additions so that large trees and other signi�cant site features, such as vistas and views 
are preserved. 

1.3.6

Protect large trees and other signi�cant site features from immediate damage during construction and from delayed 
damage due to construction activities, such as loss of root area or compaction of the soil by equipment. It is especially 
critical to avoid compaction of the soil within the critical root zone of trees. 

1.3.7

Design Guidelines Addressing Trees
The area uniformly encompassed by a circle with a radius equal to one and one-quarter 
(1.25) foot per inch of the diameter of a tree trunk measured at four and one-half (4.5) 
feet above the ground, with the trunk of the tree at the center of the circle.

Critical Root Zone (CRZ)

The diameter of the trunk of a single-trunk tree measured at 4.5 feet (54 inches) above 
grade.

Diameter at Breast Height (DBH)

A tree in which the diameter of the trunk at breast height is less than 8 inches. These 
trees do not need to be included in the Site Drawings and Tree Protection submissions.

Non-Regulated Tree
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The following pages include examples of acceptable documents to be submitted. Other documents may submitted 
if they follow RHDC guidelines, and include all required elements.

Retain and preserve the building and landscape features that contribute to the overall historic character of a landmark 
or district, including trees, gardens, yards, arbors, ground cover, fences, accessory buildings, patios, terraces,
fountains, �sh ponds, and signi�cant vistas and views. 

1.3.1
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2 31 Existing Conditions & Demolition Plans Site Plan & Proposed Additions Tree Protection Plan

Below is a legend showing examples of the elements that should be included in the plans if present. The circled number to 
the right of the element corresponds to the number of the plan the element should be displayed in.
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The Existing Conditions and Demolition Plan should include a drawing of the existing residence, 
including porches and decks; driveway, curb cuts, and walkways; all retaining walls and fences. Trees 
should be depicted with their DBH and species notated. Property boundaries should be drawn with 
their dimensions included. Sidewalks and streets should be drawn and labeled. Finally, a graphic 
scale and north arrow should be included.
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In addition to the elements included on the Existing Conditions & Demolition Plan, the Site Plan & 
Proposed Additions should include depictions of all proposed additions, demolitions, and any 
changes to the building or site. In addition, it should depict the CRZ of all trees, excluding those 
that are non-regulated.
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(Material to match 
existing driveway)

(Material to match 
existing walkway)

Driveway extension to be 
concrete to match 
existing driveway



NOTES

Tree Protection Fencing

- Area of 4” mulch
(Note: Place sheets of plywood over 
mulch in areas where construction 
tra�c scatters mulch)

- No heavy equipment in yard

- Hand excavate footings

- Cut all roots larger than 1” cleanly w/ 
proper tool
(Note: DO NOT use shovel; use ax, 
saw, or loppers)

- Water entire area under tree during 
periods of drought for 1 year 
following construction
(Note: 1” of water/week)

- Driveway to be used as lay-down 
area
(Note: All materials stored in driveway 
ONLY)

- Construction Access
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In addition to the elements included on the Existing Conditions & Demolition Plan, and the Site Plan 
& Proposed Additions,  the Tree Protection Plan should include depictions of all tree protection 
fencing, as well as notation detailing tree protection measures, including materials to be used 
(plywood, mulch, etc);  areas for construction access and lay-down/staging; and the extent of 
disturbance to the site.
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